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ROME, March 4 — From an office ;

on the Plaza Sania Mara Nova, the |
Superintendent of Archeology for the
ity of Rome looks cut oa the Calos-
seum, man Pala
ne. And he docs not | ke whathe sees..

The most fan
clent Rome have been 50 damaged

‘orum and the -

s monuments of an- |

-ban Follution Is T

pellutica and vibration from auto tral-

furning to soft

# The monuments deteriorute more in
aslogle year (han D

In mﬂpdui before the ety
taken over by cars and buscs, the su.

perintendent, Adriano La Reglea, sald
- h

In an interview.

“spuhng of stone turning to plas-
ter, be and hls colleagues mean to be
taken literally. Whea [t ralns — and

ralns la Rome arc often peavy — u
chemlical reac twe the water
‘and exha cmi: trom

and rums the calclum e of the,

marble lnto calclum sulphate, chems!
callyplaster. | - ..
Sculpture Has Fallea 0ft

Comparative photographs of the Col-

moﬂam Aurellus on the Plazza

. Colonna show that many of the

were Infact n 1990 have been mutilated

plaster that crumbles under the most |
entle touch. SR

and become unrecognizable, If tiey |

bave not fallen off. The same i
the Column of Trajan, the Arch of Cone

stantine, the Archof Septimus Severus, |,
the Arcivo! Titus, the Temple of Romue 3

lus und och

er menuments standlng
tween the Plazza Vi a- and
Caol

the
At the present rate of decay virtually
, Uil the sculpture oa these ents
% will disappear within 20
Regina sald. This d mean, he
added, that mare than 50 percent of the
sculptured record of three centuries of
Roman history — trom i
died In_36 AD,

PRarly at b s
Partly at his prodding, the first
measures have beca Laken o slow the
decay. Scatfalding urd proteetive wire
meah have been ut Arund e Cor

umns of Marcus aurcllus and Trajan .
of Constantine,

and parts of the Arch A
2nd are planncd for other Lurealened

ent proteciive layer of chemicals,
Tralfic past the Arch of Constanting
bas been neduced and will scon be halt.

‘monumi
. Mr, La -

sculp-
tured figures Iy s intrcaterelefnat

urning Glory That Was Rome to Duét' o

deca;

vibratlen from auto traffie.

One street, the Via della Consolaz.” pendent on &
Arch P':lmr n

o

Lone, next to Ure Areh of Titus, kaa been.
closed. Forthe last two months the po
ice haye b 0eelng a long

11 b rom
Colosseun azd the Forum; he wants 1o
see & “green zone” all the way from the
Plarza Venezla 1o the Via Appla Anti-
ca. Prople living n the center of the
clty, which has ria polluting ndustries,
may be required fo put filters on olls
buemers or change 1o gas,
" Mr. La Reging s an offlctal of the na-
Uenal Ministry of Culture, Is re-
sponsible for fistorie monuments, The
clty governmeat s respansible for the
urban eavironamient, -Including craffic
and real estate. X

clty became more concerned
about the state of the monuments when
Glullo Carle Argan, elected as an Inde-

Damaged figure and eroded detall on the

Arch ol Constanting, Tho arch, Itke many
ather monuments ln Rome, has been

& from the effects of pollution and

came
Lulgt

~ and by

“echo ln
Borhood
wide
ures,

marble

Communist ticket, be-
"1976. His successar,
ficta

a0 Luoi
mpdlgn w. <l

Mr. La Regina has found an
e newspagers and in nelgh.
meetings, He thinks there 15

ublic supgort for traffle resiric-
and olfer environmentat Tress.
. “"People

have seen e pletures of
turning o plaster and they are

wondering what pallution ls dolag (o
their lungs,” be explalned.
T

/a8 Mussolinl, the Fasclst dicta.

tor, who saw hls short-llved empire as
the direct extension of the Roman Em.

ire. To

¢reate a grandlose setting for

s teatries, Ke tore down resldential

neighborhoods, thurches and_mona-

ments dating from the Middle Ages and.
the Renalssance that st ar the an-
clent ruins, He cut

, Wilere Mitssol|

is headquarters, as the traffic hub,

The idea now s 1o reduce the tratlic
and eventually (o.5@p it by widening-
arteries away frum the city Center, Ofs
dicials are als discussing plans for re.”
storing the human dimedsions around
the Ruman monuments, The hills. that
Mussolinl sacrificed 1o his grandiose
pensputiive will not be antificially re. |

stared, but there IS TaTK of tuming. part
of tre Via Dui Forl Impuriali, the wide

highway betwoen the
and the
and usin

tassd Venctia
Colesseum, Intg an wnderpuss
g Mern landscuping to trans.

fara the eatire 2one Intg 3 pujestrisngt -

park wuth facilitles for recraticn and
entertaininent,




